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1.

1.1

Introduction

Overview

This final Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared relating to the
application for development consent for the proposed Norwich to Tilbury project (the
‘Project’) made by National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (referred to as ‘National
Grid’ within this document). It has been prepared in accordance with the guidance
published by the Department of Communities and Local Government (Department for
Communities and Local Government, 2015).

This SoCG has been prepared by National Grid as the Applicant and Braintree
District Council (BDC). BDC is a prescribed consultee under Section 43 of the
Planning Act 2008 (PA 2008) as a Host Authority.

This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere within
the application documents and submissions into the examination. All documents are
available in the deposit locations and /or the Planning Inspectorate website.

This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority (ExA) where
agreement has been reached between the parties. It identifies areas of the Project
within the Development Consent Order (DCO) application (‘the Application’), where
matters are agreed, under discussion or not agreed between the parties.

The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters has been
extensive and is summarised in Chapter 2..

This final SoCG has been prepared for deadline 7, in accordance with the Rule 8
letter [PD-011].

The parties will continue to work together beyond deadline 7, seeking further
resolution where appropriate.

This SoCG has been structured to reflect topics of the Application which are relevant
to BDC. The applicable matters considered within this SoCG apply to BDC’s statutory
remit. The following bullet points present the topics included in this SoCG (they are
also presented in Section 3):

e Project development, description and design

e Ecology and Biodiversity

e Air Quality

¢ Noise and Vibration

e Health and Wellbeing

e Historic Environment

e Landscape and Visual

e Contaminated Land, Geology and Hydrogeology Matters

e Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury 1
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e Cumulative Effects

e Development Consent Order
e Other Matters

1.2 Summary of matters under discussion

1.2.1

As requested by the Examining Authority, the below table provides an ‘at a glance’

summary of matters which are under discussion, together with a deadline by which
such matters are expected to be resolved.

SoCGID

Summary of matter under discussion

Deadline for
resolution

Project development, description and design

3.211 -
Community
Benefits

3.2.12 — Legal
agreements

3.2.13 -
Landscape and
visual
compensation

BDC strongly encourage NGET to positively
respond to the issue of social value and
community benefits.

The Applicant is committed to providing a
coordinated local and regional approach to
community benefits. This would be delivered
outside of the development consent process, as
per the 2025 DESNZ guidance.

The Applicant will secure any offsite BNG
required and identified by the Biodiversity
Offsetting Scheme, and delivery of any offsite
tree planting by requirement.

National Grid is proposing a commitment to
secure landscape compensation/offsetting
measures. This would be submitted on a “blue
pencil” basis and without prejudice to National
Grid’s position that it does not consider the
compensation measures are required by policy
and therefore do not meet the relevant policy and
legal tests.

Matter unlikely to be
agreed during
Examination, as this
is a post-consent
matter.

Discussions

will conclude after
finalisation of

this SoCG through
wording of the
requirements.

Discussions

will conclude after
finalisation of

this SoCG through
wording of the
requirements.

Ecology and Biodiversity

3.3.16 -
Biodiversity Net
Gain - offsite

BDC seeking further clarification around Offsite
BNG provision.

The Applicant maintains that offsite BNG will be
secured by a legal agreement and delivered
through collaboration with partners and
purchased from commercially registered
providers.

The Applicant and
BDC are committed
to continue
engagement which
will likely conclude
after finalisation of
this SoCG.
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SoCG ID

Summary of matter under discussion

Deadline for
resolution

Agriculture and Soils

3.6.5 — Key
parameters and
assumptions

3.6.6 — Baseline
conditions and
receptors

3.6.7 — Embedded
mitigation

3.6.8 — Standard
mitigation

3.6.9 — Additional
mitigation

BDC acknowledges the key parameters and
assumptions set out in the ES; however, the
Council does not agree that these provide a
sufficiently reliable basis for assessing
agricultural and soil impacts.

The Applicant maintains that the key parameters
and assumptions presented are considered
appropriate.

BDC does not agree that the baseline conditions
and receptors for agriculture and soils have been
characterised with sufficient confidence across
the full extent of the Order Limits.

The Applicant maintains that the baseline
conditions and receptors presented are
considered appropriate.

BDC does not agree that the scope and
methodology for standard or embedded
mitigation is adequate.

The Applicant maintains that the standard and
embedded mitigation is considered appropriate
and adequate, in terms of its nature and scale, to
address potential Agriculture and Soils effects.

The Applicant is committed to undertake further
post-consent soil surveys and notes that the
scope, density and methodology of these surveys
will be agreed with Natural England post-consent.
The results will be used to inform the detailed
Soil Resource Plan secured by Requirement 4.

BDC notes the Applicant’s position that no
additional mitigation is required; however, the
Council cannot agree this conclusion at this stage.

The Applicant maintains that no additional
mitigation measures are proposed to minimise
effects, other than the measures for handling
organic-rich (peaty) soils, which are already set
out within the standard mitigation in 7.2 Outline
Code of Construction Practice Appendix C -
Outline Soil Resource Plan [Revision D].

The Applicant is committed to undertake further
post-consent soil surveys and notes that the
scope, density and methodology of these surveys
will be agreed with Natural England post-consent.
The results will be used to inform the detailed
Soil Resource Plan secured by Requirement 4.

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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SoCG ID

3.6.10 -
Construction
effects

3.6.11 -
Operational (and
maintenance)
effects

3.6.12 — Outline
CoCP

Summary of matter under discussion

BDC considers the assessment of construction,
operational (and maintenance) effects to be
Under Discussion pending clarification and
securing of the post-consent soil survey
commitments and reinstatement requirements.

The Applicant is committed to undertake further
post-consent soil surveys and notes that the
scope, density and methodology of these surveys
will be agreed with Natural England post-consent.
The results will be used to inform the detailed
Soil Resource Plan secured by Requirement 4.

BDC acknowledges that the Outline Code of
Construction Practice sets out soil handling and
protection measures relevant to agriculture and
soils. However, the Council cannot agree that the
CoCP provides sufficient certainty at this stage.

The Applicant is committed to undertake further
post-consent soil surveys and notes that the
scope, density and methodology of these surveys
will be agreed with Natural England post-consent.
The results will be used to inform the detailed
Soil Resource Plan secured by Requirement 4.

Deadline for
resolution

Discussions

will conclude after
finalisation of

this SoCG

Discussions

will conclude after
finalisation of

this SoCG

Cumulative Effects

3.12.5 - Key
parameters and
assumptions

3.12.12 — Outline
CoCP

BDC has concerns with these sections of both
intra-project and inter-project assessments.

The Applicant maintains that the methodology for
assessing Cumulative Effects was agreed
through 6.19 Scoping Report [APP-288] to
[APP-296] and 6.20 Scoping Opinion [APP-
297] received from the Planning Inspectorate.

BDC has concerns with the methodology of these
sections in both intra-project and inter-project
assessments.

The Applicant maintains that the methodology for
assessing Cumulative Effects was agreed
through 6.19 Scoping Report [APP-288] to
[APP-296] and 6.20 Scoping Opinion [APP-
297] received from the Planning Inspectorate.

Matter unlikely to be
agreed during
Examination.

Matter unlikely to be
agreed during
Examination.

Development Consent Order

3.13.12 -
Validation
checklist

Both parties agreed that a validation checklist (or
similar) could be helpful to improve the quality
and consistency of submissions and assist in the
efficient determination of applications to
discharge Requirements. Discussions are

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline for
resolution
ongoing regarding the final content and operation
of the checklist.
3.13.13 - BDC considers that effective compliance Discussions
Compliance monitoring, reporting and enforcement will conclude after
monitoring and arrangements are an important component of the finalisation of
enforcement Project's environmental management framework. this SoCG
The Applicant considers that it is responsible for
day-to-day compliance, including monitoring,
audit trails and record keeping, whilst Local
Planning Authorities retain their statutory powers
as enforcing authorities to investigate potential
breaches and take enforcement action where
necessary.
Appendix A- DCO  Discussions are ongoing in relation to detailed Discussions
Wording drafting points on: will conclude after
DCO Wording — Definition of “relevant planning fiqalisation of
authority” th|S SOCG
1.3 Project Description

1.3.1

The Project is a proposal by National Grid to upgrade the electricity transmission
system in East Anglia between Norwich and Tilbury, comprising:

A new 400 kilovolt (kV) electricity transmission connection of approximately 180
km overall length from Norwich Main Substation to Tilbury Substation via
Bramford Substation, a new East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation
and a new Tilbury North Substation, including:

— Approximately 159 km of new overhead line supported on approximately 509
pylons, either standard steel lattice pylons (approximately 50 m in height) or
low height steel lattice pylons (approximately 40 m in height) and some of
which would be gantries (typically up to 15 m in height) within proposed Cable
Sealing End (CSE) compounds or existing or proposed substations

— Approximately 21 km of 400 kV underground cabling, some of which would be
located through the Dedham Vale National Landscape (an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

Up to seven new CSE compounds (with permanent access) to connect the
overhead lines to the underground cables

Modification works to connect into the existing Norwich Main Substation and a
substation extension at the existing Bramford Substation

A new 400 kV substation on the Tendring Peninsula, referred to as the EACN
Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed to be an Air
Insulated Switchgear (AIS) substation

A new 400 kV substation to the south of Orsett Golf Course in Essex, referred to
as the Tilbury North Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed
to be a Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) substation

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury



Docusign Envelope ID: D088C2E8-B206-8DDB-80BF-EFA705EF0561

1.3.2

1.3.3

1.3.4

1.4

1.4.1

¢ Modifications to the existing National Grid Electricity Transmission overhead lines
to facilitate the connection of the existing network into the new Tilbury North
Substation to provide connection to the Tilbury Substation

¢ Ancillary and/or temporary works associated with the construction of the Project.

In addition, third party utilities diversions and/or modifications would be required to
facilitate the construction of the Project. There would also be land required for
environmental mitigation and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG).

As well as the permanent infrastructure, land would also be required temporarily for
construction activities including, for example, working areas for construction
equipment and machinery, site offices, welfare, storage and temporary construction
access.

The Project would be designed, constructed and operated in accordance with
applicable health and safety legislation. The Project will need to comply with design
safety standards including the Security and Quality of Supply Standard (SQSS),
which sets out the criteria and methodology for planning and operating the National
Electricity Transmission System (NETS). This informs a suite of National Grid policies
and processes, which contain details on design standards required to be met when
designing, constructing and operating assets such as those proposed for the Project.

Format and Structure of this Document

This SoCG is structured as follows:

e Section 2 provides a summary of the key engagement undertaken to date with
BDC

e Section 3 summarises the key matters and captures the status of each issue /
matter

e Section 4 includes the sign off sheet

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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2.

21

211

21.2

Record of Key Engagement

Introduction

National Grid has engaged with BDC on the Project throughout the pre-application
process. This has included:

e Non-statutory consultation in Spring 2022 and Summer 2023

e Statutory consultation in Spring 2024

e Targeted consultations in Spring 2025

e Regular meetings with lead officers about the Project as a whole

e Regular ‘Thematic Group’ meetings bringing together host authorities to discuss
specific topics

e One to one / small group technical meetings on specific detailed matters
e Sharing of papers and draft documentation at key stages

Further details on National Grid’s engagement with stakeholders is provided in the
Consultation Report and the Environmental Statement.

2.2 Summary of Key Engagement

2.21 Table 2.1 provides an overview of the key engagement that has taken place between
National Grid and BDC.

2.2.2 It is agreed that the below is an accurate record of the key meetings and consultation
undertaken between National Grid and BDC in relation to the issues addressed in
this SoCG. BDC may use Essex Place Services to provide comments on certain
topics. EPS are a consultancy service that provides advice on behalf of BDC,
therefore where this is referenced throughout the document it should be taken as
comment provided by the Council.

Table 2.1 Summary of Key Engagement between National Grid and Braintree District Council

Date Format Topic/description

General

September 2022  Meeting All host authority workshop.

November 2022 Meeting Briefings on issued response to questions from OffSET

with all host authorities.
November 2022 Meeting All host authority workshop.

January 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.

February 2023 Meeting Pre-consultation session with all host authorities.

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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Date Format Topic/description
March 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.
May 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.
June 2023 Meeting Non-statutory consultation preferred alignment briefing
to all host authorities.
July 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.
September 2023  Meeting All host authority workshop.
October 2023 - Meeting Monthly informal catch-up meetings.
Ongoing
November 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.
December 2023 Email National Grid issued the draft Statement of Community
Correspondence Consultation (SoCC) to all host authorities for comment.
January 2024 Meeting All host authority workshop.
February 2024 Meeting Statutory consultation preferred alignment briefing to all
host authorities.
March 2024 Meeting All host authority workshop.
March 2024 Email National Grid issued the SoCC to all host authorities for
Correspondence statutory consultation.
May 2024 Meeting All host authority workshop.
September 2024  Email National Grid issued the draft Outline Code of
Correspondence Construction Practice (CoCP) and Outline Landscape
and Ecology Management Plan (LEMP) to all host
authorities for comment.
October 2024 Meeting National Grid held a meeting to discuss comments from
stakeholders on draft versions of the Outline LEMP and
Outline CoCP.
October 2024 Meeting Meeting to discuss heritage assessment
November 2024 Meeting Meeting to discuss approach to targeted consultation
November 2024 Meeting All host authority workshop
January 2025 Meeting Meeting to provide project and design update
January 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
January 2025 Email National Grid issued the 2nd iteration draft versions of
Correspondence the Outline CoCP and Outline LEMP to all host
authorities for comment.
January 2025 Meeting National Grid held a meeting to discuss comments from

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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Date Format Topic/description
March 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
May 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
May 2025 Email National Grid shared the next iteration of the Outline
Correspondence CoCP including Appendix H — Draft Greenhouse Gas
Reduction strategy.
May 2025 Email National Grid shared the ES Appendix 17.1: Long List
Correspondence of Other Developments
June 2025 Email National Grid issued draft DCO, explanatory
Correspondence memorandum and draft requirements
July 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
August 2025 Email National Grid issued draft Heads of Terms for
Correspondence Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) and off-site tree provision
August 2025 Meeting Meeting to provide project and design update
September 2025  Meeting All host authority workshop
November 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the traffic, transport and PRoW section of the
Environmental Statement
November 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
January 2026 Meeting All host authority workshop
February 2026 Meeting Meeting to progress Statement of Common Ground
March 2026 Email Email to agree approach for Statement of Common
Ground deadline 4 submission
March 2026 Meeting All host authority workshop
June 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common Ground

in relation to Soils and Agriculture.

Ecology and Biodiversity

July 2022

July 2022

September 2023

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

National Grid shared the Biodiversity Assessment
Methodology and Arboriculture Assessment
Methodology for review ahead of the Thematic
Group meeting.

Ecology and Biodiversity Thematic Group meeting -
National Grid presented on the Biodiversity Assessment
Methodology and Arboriculture Assessment

Methodology and sought feedback from stakeholders.

National Grid discussed the potential off-site
schemel/initiatives for BNG.



Docusign Envelope ID: D088C2E8-B206-8DDB-80BF-EFA705EF0561

Date Format Topic/description

March 2024 Meeting Biodiversity Thematic Group to discuss the
methodology and scope of ecology surveys outside the
remit of Natural England.

May 2024 Technical Note  National Grid issued a technical note to all host
authorities outlining survey methods and the scope of
surveys for species outside the remit of Natural England
for agreement / comment.

May 2024 Meeting Optional Thematic Group call.

January 2025 Email National Grid shared the Biodiversity Net Gain Strategy.

Correspondence
January 2025 Email National Grid issued the Protected Species Proposed
Correspondence Mitigation Measures to stakeholders including BDC.

May 2025 Meeting National Grid hosted a meeting to discuss comments
from the updated proposed mitigation for species
outside the remit of Natural England.

May 2025 Email National Grid shared the next iteration of the Outline

Correspondence LEMP including Appendix D — Outline Landscape
Proposals.

September 2025  Meeting Option thematic group meeting to discuss feedback on
the ecology section of the Environmental Statement.

January 2026 Meeting Joint meeting attended by LPA’s who are represented
by Essex Place Service for ecology to discuss the
Statement of Common Ground.

May 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss draft bat licences with Essex Place
Services.

June 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss draft bat licences, ECoW and BNG
with Essex Place Services.

Air Quality

September 2022  Email National Grid issued the proposed methodology and

Correspondence scope of the Air Quality assessment for review and

comment.

Noise and Vibration

September 2022

January 2026

June 2026

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

National Grid issued the proposed methodology and
scope of the Noise and Vibration assessment for review
and comment.

Meeting to discuss the noise and vibration elements of
the Statement of Common Ground.

Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common Ground.
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Date Format

Topic/description

Health and Wellbeing

September 2022  Email
Correspondence

September 2023  Technical Note

September 2024  Meeting

October 2024 Technical Note

December 2024 Meeting

National Grid issued the Health and Wellbeing
Assessment Methodology to all host authorities.

National Grid issued a Health and Wellbeing technical
note on the proposed approach to the EIA Assessment,
including guidance, study area, scope, and assessment
methodology.

National Grid held a meeting to discuss and agree the
proposed assessment scope and methodology for the
Health and Wellbeing chapter of the ES.

National Grid issued a refreshed Health and Wellbeing
technical note on the proposed approach to the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), including
guidance, study area, scope, and assessment
methodology.

National Grid held a meeting to discuss and agree the
proposed assessment scope and methodology for the
Health and Wellbeing chapter of the ES (additional)

Historic Environment

July 2022 Email
Correspondence
July 2022 Meeting

September 2022  Meeting

January 2023 Email
Correspondence

February 2023 Meeting

June 2023 Technical Note

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury

National Grid issued a document detailing the scope
and methodology for the Historic Environment
assessment and baseline to all host authorities and
Historic England.

Historic Environment Thematic Group to discuss the
proposed approach for the EIA assessment.

National Grid presented an updated approach to
defining study areas, scoping of walkover and scoping
of historic buildings to consider in the assessment, in
response to feedback received.

National Grid issued the plans showing the proposed
viewpoint locations for landscape and heritage ahead of
the Thematic Group meeting in February 2023 to all
host authorities.

National Grid held a meeting with all host authorities to
discuss landscape and heritage viewpoints.

National Grid issued a technical note to Historic
England and host authorities to agree methodology for
the selection of viewpoints for the Historic Environment
assessment.
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Date Format Topic/description
September 2023  Meeting Historic Environment Thematic Group meeting to
discuss the proposed heritage viewpoint methodology
with all host authorities and Historic England.
November 2023 Meeting Historic Environment Thematic Group meeting to
discuss the proposed locations of heritage viewpoints
with host authorities and Historic England. Feedback
was received from stakeholders regarding proposed
viewpoints and additional viewpoints were proposed.
November 2023 Meeting Historic Environment Thematic Group meeting to
discuss proposed locations of heritage viewpoints with
all host authorities and Historic England. Viewpoint
locations shared in PDF and shapefile.
January 2024 Email National Grid shared the updated viewpoints (including
Correspondence ZTV) for feedback from all host authorities, Natural
England and Historic England.
March 2024 Technical Note  National Grid shared the Historic Environment Desk-
Based Assessment for review and comment.
May 2024 Meeting Optional Statutory Consultation Thematic Group call.
June 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
August 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
October 2024 Meeting Historic Environment Thematic Group Meeting — aim
was to seek agreement on the Historic Environment
Methodology with respect to study area and
assessment approach.
October 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
October 2024 Meeting National Grid shared the setting survey locations with
stakeholders.
December 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
January 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
February 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
February 2025 Email National Grid shared the Heritage Viewpoints
Correspondence Documents with stakeholders.
February 2025 Email National Grid shared the Draft Heritage Baseline Report
Correspondence with stakeholders.
February 2025 Meeting Thematic group meeting to further discussions
regarding the Historic Environment Viewpoints.
February 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss the Draft Heritage Baseline Report.

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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Date Format Topic/description
March 2025 Email National Grid issued updated the Historic Environment
Correspondence Viewpoints information to stakeholders including BDC.
April 2025 Email National Grid issued the Draft Outline Archaeological
Correspondence Mitigation Strategy and Draft Outline Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) for post-consent stage of the
project.
April 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
May 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
June 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
June 2025 Email National Grid shared an Archaeological fieldwork
Correspondence summary for comment.
July 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
August 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
August 2025 Email National Grid shared SSWSis - Sites 012
Correspondence
September 2025  Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
September 2025  Email National Grid shared updated SSWSis site 12
Correspondence
October 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
October 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the heritage section of the Environmental Statement
November 2025 Email National Grid shared shapefile for the phase 2 survey
Correspondence along with the priority area survey.
November 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
December 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
December 2025 Email National Grid shared the WSI for the Phase 2
Correspondence geophysical survey.
January 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
January 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss Essex Place Services (EPS)
comments on the Statement of Common Ground
January 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss matters relating to Archaeology in
the Statements of Common Ground being covered by
EPS.
January 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss matters relating to Built Heritage in

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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Date Format Topic/description

February 2026 Meeting National Grid shared the Supplementary Environmental
Information submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on
the geophysical survey and archaeological trial
trenching completed to date with the Archaeology
Working Group Stakeholders.

February 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting

March 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting

April 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting

June 2026 Meeting Meeting with EPS Archaeology to discuss the
Statement of Common Ground

June 2026 Meeting Meeting with EPS Built Heritage to discuss the
Statement of Common Ground

June Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting

July Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting

July Email Updated draft of Geoarchaeological monitoring of Gl

WSI Shared.

Landscape and Visual

July 2022

January 2023

February 2023

April 2023

May 2023

May 2023 —
March 2024

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury

Meeting

Email

Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Email

Correspondence

Landscape and Visual Thematic Group Meeting.
National Grid shared the Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment (LVIA) Methodology and Arboricultural
Assessment Methodology for review.

National Grid issued plans showing proposed viewpoint
locations for review and comment to all host authorities.

Thematic Group meeting — proposed viewpoint
locations - Essex

National Grid presented and discussed the responses
to the feedback on the viewpoint locations received
from the February meeting (covering both heritage and
landscape viewpoints). Stakeholders provided feedback
on updated and additional viewpoint locations at the
meeting and in subsequent correspondence.

EIA viewpoints meeting - Essex

National Grid shared information, responded to further
feedback on viewpoint locations received from the May
2023 meeting, and reviewed subsequent feedback
received up to March 2024 with the aim to agree
viewpoint locations for the PEIR and ES (based on the
information available at this date).

14
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Date Format Topic/description
August 2023 Email National Grid issued wirelines and photomontages and
Correspondence proposed the approach to Zone of Theoretical Visibility
(ZTV) mapping for comment.
January 2024 Email National Grid shared the updated landscape viewpoints
Correspondence (and the ZTV) and sought feedback from all host
authorities.
March 2024 Meeting National Grid responded to feedback received on
viewpoints.
May 2024 Meeting Optional Statutory Consultation Thematic Group call.
September 2024  Email National Grid shared the Draft Landscape and Visual
Correspondence Methodology, Proposed LVIA Viewpoints (excel
spreadsheet) and Proposed LVIA Viewpoints (map)
ahead of the Landscape Thematic Group Meeting.
September 2024  Meeting National Grid held a Landscape Thematic Group
Meeting to find agreement on the LVIA methodology
and the format/presentation of photomontages and/or
wirelines which will form part of the development
consent application.
March 2025 Email National Grid issued an update on LVIA Viewpoints and
Correspondence Methodology.
March 2025 Email National Grid issued the draft Arboricultural Impact
Correspondence Assessment.
May 2025 Email National Grid shared the next iteration of the Outline
Correspondence LEMP including Appendix D — Outline Landscape
Proposals.
October 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the Landscape section of the Environmental
Statement.
October 2025 Meeting Further optional thematic group meeting to discuss
feedback on the Landscape section of the
Environmental Statement.
January 2026 Meeting Joint meeting attended by LPA’s who are represented
by Essex Place service for Landscape to discuss the
Statement of Common Ground.
February 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the Landscape sections of the
Statement of Common Ground.
March 2026 Email National Grid sent an e-mail to seek further clarification
Correspondence and detail in relation to the requests for additional

landscape and visual measures in BDC’s Local Impact
Report

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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Date

Format

Topic/description

Socioeconomics, Recreation and Tourism

July 2022

July 2022

June 2023

August 2023

April 2024

September 2024

September 2024

November 2024

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

National Grid issued the assessment methodology to
stakeholders for review ahead of the Thematic Group
Meeting in July 2022.

National Grid held a Socio-economic, Recreation and
Tourism Thematic Group Meeting to seek feedback on
the proposed approach to the Socio-economics,
Recreation and Tourism assessment prior to formal
submission of the Scoping Report to the Planning
Inspectorate. This meeting was attended by several
stakeholders, including BDC.

National Grid issued a Technical Note setting out the
study area and methodology for assessing businesses
where visual impacts are a potential operational
consideration, and Public Right of Way (PRoW) during
construction and operation.

National Grid held a Socio-economic, Recreation and
Tourism Thematic Group Meeting to discuss the study
area and methodology for assessing businesses.

National Grid shared an updated technical note with all
host authorities to demonstrate how their feedback had
been considered in developing the PEIR.

Meeting to discuss and agree the Scope and
Methodology for the updated Socio-economics,
Recreation and Tourism Technical note on the ES
Chapter.

National Grid shared the Socio-economic, Recreation
and Tourism technical note with stakeholders.

National Grid held a follow up meeting to discuss and
agree the Scope and Methodology for the updated
Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism Technical
Note on the ES Chapter.

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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3. Matters Agreed, Not Agreed or Under

Discussion
3.1 Overview
3.1.1 This chapter details the matters relevant to BDC which have been agreed, not agreed

or are under discussion between the parties. Matters are arranged by topic (using
broad headings, or EIA chapter headings where appropriate) and each matter is
given a unique reference number to aid identification.

3.1.2 The red, amber, green status shows the level of agreement with BDC. Descriptions of
the different levels are summarised in Table 3.1.

Table 3.1 Agreement Status for Matters Presented in Section 3

Status Description
Indicates a final position, where it has not been possible to resolve the issue
to the agreement of both parties and there remains a difference of opinion.
Under Indicates where issues are the subject of active on-going discussion.
Discussion
Agreed Indicates where an issue has been agreed or resolved satisfactorily to the

agreement of both parties.

3.1.3 Engagement will continue as the Project develops and progresses through the
various stages of the DCO process, including through detailed design.

3.14 Table 3.2 to Table 3.11 provides the matters agreed, not agreed or under discussion
in relation to the various topics.

National Grid | July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury 17
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Docusign Envelope ID: D088C2E8-B206-8DDB-80BF-EFA705EF0561

4. Confirmation of Agreement

The above SoCG is agreed between National Grid and Braintree District Council on the date
specified below.

Signed for and on behalf of National Grid:

Date:

21/07/2026

Signed for and on behalf of Braintree District Council:

Date:

20/07/2026
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Docusign Envelope ID: D088C2E8-B206-8DDB-80BF-EFA705EF0561

Abbreviations

Abbreviation

Full Reference

AlL
AIS
AOD
AONB
BNG
BDC
CoCP
CSE
CTMP
DCO
EACN
EHO
EIA
ES
Gl
GW
LLFA
LVIA
MSBDC
NCR
NETS
NPSs
PEIR
PRoW
SoCG
SoCC
SPZ
WFD

Abnormal Indivisible Loads

Air Insulated Switchgear

Above Ordnance Datum

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Biodiversity Net Gain

Braintree District Council

Code of Construction Practice

Cable Sealing End

Construction Traffic Management Plan
Development Consent Order

East Anglia Connection Node
Environmental Health Officer
Environmental Impact Assessment
Environmental Statement

Ground Investigation

Gigawatt

Lead Local Flood Authority

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
Mid Suffolk and Babergh District Council
National Cycle Route

National Electricity Transmission System
National Policy Statements

Preliminary Environmental Information Report
Public Right of Way

Statement of Common Ground
Statement of Community Consultation
Source Protection Zone

Water Framework Directive
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Docusign Envelope ID: D088C2E8-B206-8DDB-80BF-EFA705EF0561

Abbreviation Full Reference

WSI Written Scheme of Investigation
Zol Zone of Influence

ZTV Zone of Theoretical Visibility
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